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Training:  

INTENDED AUDIENCE: PhD students 
 
MAXIMUM ATTENDANCE: 18 
 
LENGTH: 4 hours 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
In an increasingly crowded and competitive academic market, ensuring that the right message is reaching 
the right audience is more important than ever. The course gives students an overview of the common 
pitfalls often encountered in academic writing and discusses the tools that will help them improve their 
own writing. It does not cover the mechanics of language or grammar, but it will introduce students to 
new ways of considering their written work. It is delivered through a mixture of lecture and facilitated 
activities. 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
After attending this workshop, participants will be able to: 
 

• Identify features of good and bad writing 

• Understand writing as a collaborative process between the writer and the reader 

• Consider how to adapt their writing to different audiences 

• Understand and overcome the “Curse of Knowledge” 

• Apply the 7 Cs of academic writing to their own work 

• Develop a writing plan to help deliver their work on time 
 
STUDENTS SAY: 
 

“The course reminded me what is the best practice of writing and ways of communicating as clear as possible. 
Tappers and Listeners was a great example.” 
 
“It was a mixture of structure, planning, style, checking and motivation. I have been to other courses and they 
focus on one or two and it isn't definitive. So it is effective in doing all in four hours and then a person can look 
into whatever they feel the need to focus on after.” 
 
“The toolbox supplied by this course is extensive and helps you to develop really good habits regarding time-
management, proofreading and feedback.” 

 
“I liked all the ideas for improving my writing. Also the helpful tips on getting started with writing as I find that 
the most difficult part.” 
 
“Useful advice, directly applicable examples of common mistakes, guidance on many different tasks. It was  
comprehensive - I cannot think of anything that wasn't touched upon.” 

 



 

 

  

 

INTENDED AUDIENCE: Post-doctoral Researchers and Early Career Researchers 
 
MAXIMUM ATTENDANCE: 18 
 
LENGTH: 4 hours 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
Those who are new to the peer review process at the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC) 
often feel confused or overwhelmed by what is involved. It’s no wonder: there is a lot of information to consider 
each step of the way, and a lot of misinformation gets shared over the years. This session seeks to explore the 
truth behind common myths about the process and provide a solid foundation to explain what happens after a 
researcher submits a proposal for a new investigator award, standard mode grant, or fellowship proposal. It does 
not cover how to write a proposal. It is taught through a mixture of lecture and discussion. 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
After attending this workshop, participants will be able to: 
 

• Understand the process a new investigator award, standard mode grant, or fellowship proposal goes through 
at the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (expert peer review / prioritisation panel). 

• Consider both sides of the review process: as an applicant and a reviewer. 

• Explore common myths that are held about EPSRC funding processes. 
 
STUDENTS SAY: 
 

“It is great to know about the actual EPSRC funding process. Clear info on review process.  Good advice.” 
 

“I think it was a well-structured and organised session. The tone was nice and informal.” 
 
“It felt like a safe space to ask questions on the process with informed answers that were really helpful.” 

 
“Professionalism and energy of workshop lead - very informative but not overwhelmed by information - very well  
thought out and prepared - excellent material provided.” 

Training:  

One-to-one feedback sessions are available remotely via Skype/telephone to discuss journal or conference 
papers, dissertations, job applications, and grant proposals. This provides a more in-depth analysis than a 
standard edit and allows Elaine to make specific recommendations. 
 
One-to-one sessions can also be booked in person to follow training courses as either 30-minute discussions 
(standard review of a writing sample) or 60-minute in-depth evaluations. In these situations, documents to be 
assessed are needed 14 days prior to the course to allow for reading time. 
 
 

Training:  



 

Bespoke  Services 

Proofreading and Editing 

About  Elaine 

Dr Elaine Massung has worked in a variety of roles in the Higher Education sector over 
the past fifteen years: proofreader and copy editor for an academic journal, post-
doctoral research assistant, continuing education and MA lecturer, EPSRC portfolio 
manager. She established Blue Eagle Academic Services so that her experience could 
provide a pair of fresh eyes and a helping hand to students and researchers. 
 
She also provides freelance writing services and has developed several blogs: 
MissElaineous (miss-elaineous.com), Off the Ground (off-the-ground.org), and 
Reduce Your Wasteline (reduceyourwasteline.com). 

Elaine is happy to consult on existing funding calls or preparatory planning for forthcoming calls. Please 
contact her at hello@blueeagleacademic.com or 0779 625 3009 to discuss your requirements. 
 
Additional training courses are also being developed, such as Finding Your Voice: Blogging for Academics and 
Procrastination Busting (in conjunction with Unstoppable! resilience training). However, if there is a bespoke 
course that you would be interested in commissioning, please get in touch. 
 

• First impressions count. A well-formatted, error-free document helps set the tone for the content contained 
within it. This is especially important in a competitive academic environment. 
 

• Words have power. Edward Bulwer-Lytton wrote that the pen was mightier than the sword. Mark Twain said, 
“Never pick a fight with people who buy ink by the barrel and paper by the ton.” They recognised that the 
written word is a powerful medium; proofreading and editing can help harness that power to get a message 
across clearly and concisely. 
 

• Communication is key. At the very heart of writing is ensuring a writer’s thoughts can be understood by 
another person. A second pair of eyes not only ensures that grammatical mistakes and typos are caught, but 
that students, researchers, and academics are communicating exactly what they intend to their specific 
audience. 

 
Different levels of proofreading and editing services are available for a variety of academic documents, including 
dissertations, conference and journal papers, grant proposals, job applications, and PowerPoint presentations 
(yes, these should be checked too!). 
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